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crowds of Persia, Syria, and Egypt, they insensibly lost the
free-born and martial virtues of the desert; the active power of
enterprise had decayed in the luxury and philosophy imported
from Greece into the court of Bagdad, and the mercenary
forces of the Khalifs were recruited from the hardy natives of
the north.

The Turkish youth from  Transoxiana, (in Arabian geo-
graphy Mawaralnaher, the country beyond the river,) either
taken in war or purchased, were educated in arms and in the
profession of the Mohammedan faith, and became the body-
guard of their benefactor, Motassem, the eighth of the Abbas-
sides, with whom the glory of the Khalifat expired.     The
author of this dangerous example introduced into the capital
above 50,000 of them.    Their licentious conduct provoked the
public indignation, and their quarrels with the people induced
the Khalif to retire from Bagdad, and to establish their camp
and his own residence twelve leagues above, on the Tigris
at Samara, which he called Sermenra, as delighting the spec-
tator.     His   son,   Motawakel,   a jealous   and  cruel   tyrant:
odious to his subjects, cast himself on the fidelity of these
strangers; but  they were  tempted by the promises  of his
son, Montanser, whom they placed upon the throne, after they
had burst into his father's apartment, where he was, like too
many Moslem princes, drinking to excess, in defiance of the
Koran, and cut his body into seven pieces.     I specify the
number, because it is  said that Ali reproached   him in a-
dream, and gave him so many blows with his sword.    He
had declared himself the enemy of his house, and forbidden
pilgrimage to his tomb.    That of his son Hosein lie afterwards
destroyed, and, not contented with ploughing up the ground to
efface all traces of it, he attempted to form a canal on the spot;
but the tomb was restored by his successor.    In a reign of six
months his son found only the pangs of a guilty conscience,
and exclaimed, in the bitterness of death, that he had lost both
this world and the world to come.    After this act of treason
the ensigns of sovereignty were given and taken away by the
foreign mercenaries, who, in four years, created, deposed, and